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Endress+Hauser and Hahn-Schickard create 
joint venture 

Endress+Hauser BioSense to develop equipment and methods for fast molecular 
analyses 

Increased safety in food production and other process applications is the declared aim of the joint 
venture between Endress+Hauser and Hahn-Schickard. To this end, both partners have 
established Endress+Hauser BioSense GmbH based in Freiburg, Germany. Its aim is to enable 
rapid, on-site molecular analyses for the detection of bacterial or viral contamination in water 
and beverages, genetic modifications in food or contaminated milk.  

The research and development service provider Hahn-Schickard has been working closely for many 
years with the Department of Microsystems Engineering at the University of Freiburg to develop rapid 
diagnostic tests that can detect extremely small concentrations of infectious pathogens with portable 
instruments. The joint venture is now aiming to transfer this technology from the field of medical 
diagnostics to industrial process and laboratory automation applications.  

Innovative cluster 
During the first few months, Endress+Hauser BioSense will operate in spaces located at the university 
and Hahn-Schickard. Next year the company will move into the university’s innovation center, FRIZ, 
currently under construction on the campus of the Faculty of Engineering. The start-up will thus 
expand Endress+Hauser’s activities in Freiburg, where developers are already working on new sensor 
technologies, biosensors and Industry 4.0 solutions.  

In the development of equipment and methods for molecular analyses for process and laboratory 
environments, Endress+Hauser BioSense will be working closely with IST Innuscreen GmbH in Berlin, 
which is also part of the Endress+Hauser Group. IST Innuscreen offers a broad portfolio of nucleic acid 
isolation and molecular diagnostics products and among other things supplies kits and assays for PCR 
diagnostics. 

Experienced leadership team 
The joint venture is 75 percent owned by Endress+Hauser, with the remaining 25 percent held by 
Hahn-Schickard. Dr Nicholas Krohn, who has in-depth knowledge and experience in the field of food 
analysis, will serve as managing director of the new company. Dr Stefan Burger and Dr Martin Schulz, 
two long-time employees of Hahn-Schickard who obtained their doctorates in the field of molecular 
diagnostics at the University of Freiburg, will round out the management team.  
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Food product safety is a field of application for molecular analysis solutions that will be developed by 
Endress+Hauser BioSense, a joint venture established by Endress+Hauser and Hahn-Schickard. 
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The Endress+Hauser Group 

Endress+Hauser is a global leader in measurement and automation technology for process and 
laboratory applications. The family company, headquartered in Reinach, Switzerland, achieved net 
sales of approximately 2.6 billion euros in 2020 with a total workforce of more than 14,000.  

Endress+Hauser devices, solutions and services are at home in many industries. Customers thus use 
them to gain valuable knowledge from their applications. This enables them to improve their products, 
work economically and at the same time protect people and the environment. 

Endress+Hauser is a reliable partner worldwide. Its own sales companies in 50 countries as well as 
representatives in another 70 countries ensure competent support. Production facilities on four 
continents manufacture quickly and flexibly to the highest quality standards. 

Endress+Hauser was founded in 1953 by Georg H Endress and Ludwig Hauser. Ever since, the company 
has been pushing ahead with the development and use of innovative technologies, now helping to 
shape the industry’s digital transformation. 8,900 patents and applications protect the Group’s 
intellectual property. 

For further information, please visit www.endress.com/media-center or www.endress.com 

 
Hahn-Schickard Society for Applied Research 
 
The Hahn-Schickard Society for Applied Research develops smart products with microsystem 
technology from first conception to production, across all industries. The R&D service provider operates 
institutes at four locations – Stuttgart, Villingen-Schwenningen, Freiburg and Ulm – in the German 
state of Baden-Württemberg. Working in close partnership with industry, Hahn-Schickard provides 
innovative products and technologies in the areas of sensors and actuators, system integration, cyber-
physical systems, communication technology, software development, lab-on-a-chip and analytics, 
microelectronics, mounting and connection technology, micro mounting and reliability. The services 
include the production of small- and medium-sized series as well as the transition to mass production. 

For further information, please visit www.hahn-schickard.de/en  
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